A Man of Many Talents

W

When it comes to Tom Jeary, there seems to be no end to
his many talents. As a pilot in the Canadian Air Force, he
tested F-86s in Germany; in the financial services industry,
he proved to be a successful executive; and as a Rotarian,
he used his engineering background to dramatically impact
the lives of children in need.

To date, Tom has raised more than $12,000 for KidsAbility
from the sale of The Chipmunk Fall Fair. As for Chester, he
has received a steady supply of peanuts for his hand in
supporting KidsAbility.

The turning point of Tom’s life occurred in the early 1970s,
when he took a tour of the Mackay Institute in Montreal
as a local Rotary member. “It was there that I saw children
with spina bifida or other forms of paralysis either strapped
into an adult wheelchair or left lying on a mat,” he explains.
“There was really nothing to help them.” That’s what
propelled Tom to take action.
A trained engineer who “loves problem-solving,” he set
out to create miniature wheelchairs. Using his “handyman
background,” he built 11 modified wheelchairs for kids at
the Mackay Institute. That was just the start of things to
come.
For nearly five decades, he has adapted existing devices or
created entirely new “gadgets” that allow individuals to do
things once thought impossible. And when Tom moved to
Waterloo region, he lent his skills to KidsAbility. Using his
“gadgetry engineering,” he has helped over 200 children
with special needs throughout the many stages of their
lives.
Yet Tom’s support of KidsAbility doesn’t end there. He
was also inspired to create a children’s book called The
Chipmunk Fall Fair — starring a photogenic chipmunk called
Chester.
To get interesting visuals for the story, Tom built miniature
props that he strategically placed peanut butter on. When
Chester came to dine on the peanut butter, Tom took
pictures that made it seem that Chester was playing with
the items. Next time you are at KidsAbility, stop by the
Foundation and pick up a copy of Tom’s book and see firsthand his creativity at work!
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