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I can...
celebrate the legacy of John Lynch
For 40 years, John Lynch embodied Rotary’s motto of “Service Above Self” as a long-standing 
member of the Rotary Club of Waterloo. An extraordinary volunteer at KidsAbility, John freely 
gave of his talents and energy – for the benefit of children and youth with special needs. In 
addition to serving as President of KidsAbility’s Centre and Foundation Boards, he and his wife, 
Mary, were involved in numerous fundraising campaigns for the organization. John also had an 
integral role in the annual Golf “Fore” KidsAbility golf tournament, helping to raise over $500,000 
in 14 years. In 2005, he was the recipient of the Outstanding Supporter Butterfly Award in 
recognition of his unparalleled service to his favourite charity – KidsAbility. 

On September 21, 2015, John passed away peacefully 
after living a remarkable life dedicated to helping others 
in need. While he will be missed, his memory and legacy 
will live on in the halls of KidsAbility.

This annual report is dedicated to John for his unfailing 
commitment to the children and youth at KidsAbility. We 
thank him for his contributions, which have helped so 
many children and youth over the past years – and those 
to come – to be able to say “I can!”
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Empowering our children to say “I can”...

Penny Smiley
Chair, 
KidsAbility Board of Directors

Linda Kenny
Chief Executive Officer, 
KidsAbility

At KidsAbility, “I can” are two little words that are music to our ears!
Whether our relationship with KidsAbility is as a client, a family member, 
an employee, a volunteer or a donor – those two words have the power 
to inspire!

As we reflect back over the year, we have so much to be proud of.

Together, we have been inspired by 6,318 unique children and their 
families. Children who were able to learn, achieve their goals – and 
ultimately – realize their full potential. For some that meant moving 
independently for the first time. For others, it was finding a voice through 
augmentative communication, learning how to tie a shoelace, riding a 
bike or getting an invitation to a friend’s birthday party. Each child was 
empowered with the skills and support to turn “I can’t” into “I can!”

KidsAbility is committed to family-centred care: In the extended hours we 
are now able to operate, the new services and supports that we continue 
to introduce, the welcoming buildings families come to, and the friendly 
voices on the phone – they are all reflected in the 97% parent satisfaction 
rating that families gave us this year.

In 2017, KidsAbility will celebrate 60 years of service in our communities – 
that is six decades of success stories made possible. 

We know, however, that families rely on us to continue to face our 
challenges, to look to the future, to be ready! This is why we will soon 
launch a new strategic plan. This plan will be reflective of the province’s 
Special Needs Strategy that has been transforming how service providers 
work together to ensure that children and youth with special needs can 
experience the system in a seamless way.

Our future directions will reflect our focus on “I can.” For children and 
families, that means I can achieve my goals – I can reach my full potential. 
As staff, volunteers and donors, it means: I can make a difference.
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Front Row (L-R): Tracey Weiler, Karen Grogan, Elaine Ormston, Linda Kenny, Elly Yach,  
Suzy Kudsia, Mardi Witzel   Back Row: Lisa Talbot, Bud Norman, Ray Pedersen, Rob Way, 

Katherine Bergman, Lou Khoubesserian, Brenda Halloran, Ron Weiler    
Absent: Steve Bienkowski, Derek Henderson, Penny Smiley

We are so fortunate to live in a community that values children of all  
abilities. Thanks to your generous support and the hard work of a 
dedicated team of staff and volunteers we achieved our fundraising goals 
this past year. Your donations have supported numerous projects and 
initiatives at KidsAbility, ensuring children and youth in our community are 
receiving the best care and support possible to realize their potential. 
 
We could not have achieved our goals without the numerous supporters 
who donated and held events throughout Guelph-Wellington and Waterloo 
Region. It is not possible to formally recognize all of you, but rest assured 
we are truly grateful to each and every one of you for your support. We 
continue to work closely with our local Rotary Clubs for the benefit of our 
children and youth and we thank them for an incredible partnership that 
has spanned close to 60 years! 
 
This past year we mourned the loss of an extraordinary Rotarian, volunteer 
and supporter: John Lynch. John played an integral role in the Foundation’s 
history and will forever be remembered for his integrity, passion and above 
all his commitment to making a difference in children’s lives.

The Foundation completed a new strategic plan this past year. This plan will 
guide our work over the coming years and support us in our new vision to 
be a leader in engaging donors who will help to empower all children and 
youth with special needs in our community to realize their full potential.
 
Each year, the needs of KidsAbility grow, as more and more families reach 
out for support. To meet the demand for services, KidsAbility is looking 
to the Foundation to raise $2 million next year. Our hope is that we can 
meet this target – with the backing of our local Rotary Clubs, and caring 
organizations and individuals like you. To all of our supporters we would 
like to express our deepest appreciation for your ongoing commitment to 
children and youth with special needs. You continue to make a difference!

...Thanks to your support!

Chair, 
KidsAbility Foundation

Executive Director, 
KidsAbility Foundation
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Vice-Chair
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Secretary 
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children are waiting
767services as “very good” or    

    “excellent”  _ up from  
94% the year prior

97%
of families in 
KidsAbility’s  
Parent Satisfaction 
survey rated our

53,601
total number of visits – up from 

48,835 the year before

10
average wait time in 

weeks – down from the 
previous average  

of 11 weeks

699
volunteers  
invested  

13,286 hours  
in our children

58 student 
placements

$2,359
average cost for therapy 

 services per child

$1.85million
in additional funding provided by 

KidsAbility Foundation to help  
fund therapy, support  

services, new programs  
and technology

4,146
donors invested in 
our children and 

youth

6,318
children and youth with special needs  
benefited from therapy and support  

services last year at KidsAbility

I can...learn

220
dedicated and professional 

staff with keen minds  
and caring hearts



I can...
help children and youth reach their goals!
We honour and thank our staff for dedicating their talents, passion and drive to empowering 
children and youth with special needs to realize their full potential over the years! 

40 Years
Mary Helen Frawley

35 Years
Bonnie Mensch

20 Years
Sheryl Dedman
Florin Lezeu

5 Years 
Virginia Andersen
Allison Andres
Laura Drost
Nicole Ferrera
Kayla Ginsler
Lindsay Hartman
Kirstina Hipel
Kendra Hollidge
Katlyn Kox 
Tiffany McKay 
Saira Naz 
Karen Ooms 
Linda Rogers

15 Years
Karen Andrews 
Sarah Brown
Doreen Hunter
Sharon MacKenzie
Jean MacLeod 
Lisa Talbot

10 Years 
Jessica Adams
Rhonda MacKinnon 
Alisha Sinnaeve
Rachel Smith

Over 120 staff and volunteers donated their time in December for our annual “Oh Christmas Free” event. 
This staff-driven event provides KidsAbility families with a much-needed morning of respite as their children 

are cared for in a safe environment with the same familiar staff each child has grown to know and trust.
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help children and youth reach their goals!

Over 120 staff and volunteers donated their time in December for our annual “Oh Christmas Free” event. 
This staff-driven event provides KidsAbility families with a much-needed morning of respite as their children 

are cared for in a safe environment with the same familiar staff each child has grown to know and trust.

Mary Helen Frawley 
celebrated an unprecedented 40 years of 
service with KidsAbility. Our longest serving 
staff member, Mary Helen has witnessed four 
decades of success stories that have been made 
possible over the years. From KidsAbility’s 
early days on King Street to the big move to 
our Waterloo location, she has been a part of 
every step, bump and triumph. In 1992, Mary 
Helen was awarded the Paul Harris Fellowship 
by the Rotary Club of Waterloo – the highest 
award given by a Rotary Club in recognition of 
outstanding service to the community and for 
the promotion of the goals of Rotary. A proud 
member of the KidsAbility School Authority 
Board, Mary Helen volunteered her time and 
talents for five years, retiring from this role in 
2014.

Mary Helen knows everyone who comes 
into KidsAbility’s Waterloo site by name, often remembering parents who were once clients 
themselves. Thank you, Mary Helen, for your unfailing commitment to KidsAbility!

(L-R)  Mary Helen Frawley is honoured by 
KidsAbility’s CEO, Linda Kenny

The Susan McCaw Spirit Award was established in 2014 as 
an ongoing memorial to a beloved colleague who passed away that same year. This award 
gives KidsAbility staff the opportunity to formally recognize and celebrate the outstanding 

achievement and contribution of a colleague 
who they feel demonstrates the level of 
commitment, spirit and dedication that Susan 
McCaw made to the children and families 
KidsAbility serves. This year’s award went to 
Rebecca Tucker. 

Nominated and chosen by her peers, Rebecca is 
a part of KidsAbility’s team in Guelph. She has 
a generous spirit and consistently goes above 
and beyond her role to ensure staff, families and 
children have what they need. She is positive, 
passionate about KidsAbility, enthusiastic, 
inspirational and creative. 

Rebecca truly embodies the spirit of the award. 
Congratulations and thank you for all the many 
ways in which you make a difference!

(L-R) Rebecca Tucker was presented  
The Susan McCaw Spirit Award by last  
year’s inaugural recipient, Justin Small
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Wysdom EmmaOlivia

2015–2016 Kids Can’t Wait Ambassadors
Olivia | Cambridge
Olivia entered the world in dramatic fashion. Along with her twin sister, Addison, she was delivered 
via emergency C-section a month and a half early. After being released from the hospital, Olivia’s 
parents noticed that she wasn’t developing at the same pace as her twin. Eventually she was 
diagnosed with cerebral palsy and began therapy at KidsAbility.

“Over the years, Olivia has received occupational therapy, physiotherapy and speech therapy at 
KidsAbility,” states her father, Jeff. “Every single milestone most of us take for granted – sitting, 
crawling, standing, talking and eating – can be attributed to the help we received from KidsAbility.”

Wysdom | Kitchener-Waterloo
One only needs to meet Wysdom to be captivated by his infectious spirit – something remarkable 
considering the many tribulations of his young life. Wysdom was diagnosed prenatally with Down 
syndrome and born prematurely. During the delivery, the doctor had to perform an emergency 
C-section due to complications that arose with Wysdom’s heart. Diagnosed with atrioventicular 
septal defect (AVSD), Wysdom eventually had to have heart surgery at six months of age.

In just over six years, Wysdom has achieved so many milestones – with KidsAbility at his side. 
“He walked for the first time at KidsAbility,” states Sasha, Wysdom’s mother. “He began talking 
at KidsAbility. He first rode a bike and swam at KidsAbility. He did so many things that were once 
thought impossible!”

Emma  | Guelph-Wellington
Heather and Dean had a son, Troy, with cerebral palsy. While being a parent of a child with special 
needs proved overwhelming at times, their experience served them well when they decided to 
adopt Emma – a young girl who also had cerebral palsy.

From the age of two, Emma received physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, power  
chair training and augmentative communication therapy at KidsAbility. “Emma is a firecracker,” 
says Heather. “She is so easy for staff to work with and her determination has taken her beyond 
what we thought possible. It’s been such a blessing to get services at KidsAbility.”
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Claire TroyGwyneth
Claire | Cambridge
As a parent, what do you do if your child starts to miss key developmental milestones? For Karen 
and Michael, they took their daughter Claire to KidsAbility to be assessed. Eventually, she was 
formally diagnosed with a chromosomal disorder. This disorder interrupts the messages that her 
brain is sending to her body, making skills such as walking and speaking extremely difficult.

At KidsAbility, Claire began physiotherapy, occupational therapy and speech therapy. Michael states, 
“Claire is not ‘most kids.’ When you can see and feel your child struggling against her own body, 
every milestone becomes a miracle. And it’s because of KidsAbility that these little miracles are 
possible.”

Gwyneth | Kitchener-Waterloo
At fifteen months, Gwyneth said her first word – and like all parents, Sarah and Ian were ecstatic. 
Yet, shortly thereafter, Gwyneth stopped speaking and her parents’ elation changed to concern. 
That’s when they decided to self-refer Gwyneth to KidsAbility.

It wasn’t until Gwyneth was three years old that she was given an official diagnosis of autism. 
The challenges over the years have been numerous. “In the beginning, you could ask Gwyneth a 
question, but she couldn’t understand,” states Ian. “At KidsAbility, she has learned so much. She is 
spontaneously talking now and using words. She knows her numbers and is able to take direction. 
KidsAbility provided the help that we needed – when we needed it. This is the ‘don’t worry place.’”

Troy | Guelph-Wellington
After overcoming infertility issues, Heather and Dean were overjoyed to hear that they would be 
having twin boys. However, during the pregnancy, Heather went into premature labour and her 
sons, Troy and Scott, were born over two months early. Weighing only two pounds each, the twins 
remained in the hospital for three months before coming home. Eventually, the parents noticed
some delays with Troy and he was diagnosed with cerebral palsy.

At eighteen months, Troy started physiotherapy and occupational therapy at KidsAbility – and the 
changes proved remarkable. “With the help of KidsAbility, Troy learned to crawl, to go on his knees, 
then to stand up, to use a walker and then to walk independently!” notes Heather.

“It’s amazing what the staff does,” adds Dean. “I will never forget seeing him pedal a tricycle – not to 
mention walking – for the first time in the halls of KidsAbility!”



Having volunteered at KidsAbility for many years, I was 
inspired by the dedication of everyone here and the 
immeasurable impact they have on those who come in 
for treatment. I knew there was a long waiting list for the 
kids in our community and I wanted to make a difference. 
After discussing matters with John, we decided a legacy gift 
was a great way to support the needs of the children – for 
generations to come.

– John and Lynda Moseley-Williams

I was on the Board of KidsAbility for 11 years – the last 
two of those as Chair. I enjoyed volunteering at KidsAbility 
because it was a very creative environment. The whole 
emphasis of the staff was to help parents and children 
access their potential. I always had a soft spot for that kind 
of approach. Leaving a legacy gave me the opportunity to 
support KidsAbility, an organization that is very close to my 
heart. It also allowed me to honour my brother, Denis, and 
my parents, who had passed before me. 

– Louise Leonard

KidsAbility has become one of our favourite charities. 
Through Rotary, we’ve seen what KidsAbility does for 
children with special needs. We know a lot of people in the 
region, yet we couldn’t tell you one person who has not 
been touched by KidsAbility – whether it was directly or 
indirectly. KidsAbility helps your neighbours, your city and 
your community. We know our donation of stocks will help 
not only the children, but also their parents and siblings too.

– Rosemary and Howard Pell
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make a difference!



I can...
help change a life!
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make a difference!

From the age of seven, KidsAbility has been a familiar place to me. My parents generally keep 
their charitable donations private, but when they donated to KidsAbility they made it public. 
They felt it was important that our whole family was part of the donation together. I remember 
walking into KidsAbility for the first time as part of a tour organized for our family. I saw how 
many children were unable to do even the most basic things that people often take for granted, 
like sitting or talking. As I began to understand the extensive struggles that KidsAbility faced in 
trying to speed up their wait list, I felt as though I wanted to somehow be part of the KidsAbility 
team.

I am now an “official” volunteer, and over the past 10 years I have worked in the classroom, 
provided peer activity support, helped with the dressing of children and, my personal favourite, 
assisted with swim classes. Currently, I am involved with a social focus group. 

I cannot begin to describe what I have learned from my involvement with KidsAbility and the 
experience I have had with the many kids that I have worked with over the past 10 years. During 
my time as a young volunteer, I felt that I could identify with 
the children in a way that was unique in comparison to the 
adult volunteer relationship. It was this special relationship 
with both the therapists and students that kept me curious 
and passionate. To this day, KidsAbility brings balance to my 
otherwise busy schedule with school, and inspires me to 
make a difference here in my community.

KidsAbility has taught me numerous things, including 
leadership and how to be resourceful, but more than 
anything I feel fortunate to be a part of a driven team that 
cares so much about what they do.
                                                                      – Josie Schwartz

Josie (second from left) and her 
sisters with Tara Connors at the 

Kids Can’t Wait Radiothon.



10th Annual Kids Can’t Wait 
Radiothon raises $212,670 
in support of KidsAbility. 

Vulnerable Persons Registry 
launches. KidsAbility is a  
proud partner in this 
community initiative that  
equips police with valuable  
information in a crisis.

Accreditation Kicks-Off our 
Journey to Excellence  
from 2015–2017.

The Rotary Classic   
Superhero Run in 
Cambridge raises  
over $49,000. 

May 2015
July 2015

Applied Behavioural 
Analysis creates their Back 
to School Survival, Me & 
My Community, and Play & 
Learn camps! 

6th Annual iCan  
Bike welcomes  
40 riders and  
celebrates  
89% of the  
riders being 
able to 
successfully ride 
a bike on their own  
for the first time. 

Firefly Therapy Services 
hosts camps including:  
Firefly Friends, Just for  
Girls Teens, Co-Ed Teens.

Final reports are submitted 
to the Ministry of Children 
and Youth Services with 
recommendations for a 
draft model for Integrated 
Rehabilitation.

Our hours of service are 
extended to make therapy 
appointments more 
accessible for families.

The SPOT Team  
achieves “triple  
gold” in the  
Raising the Bar 
accreditation  
process. 

Tim Hortons’ Smile Cookie 
Campaign takes social 
media by storm and raises 
$111,160. 

September 2015

April 2015

6th Annual Plasma  
Car Race raises  
almost $16,000  
and crowns  
Waterloo Honda  
as race champions 
and top fundraiser 
Volkswagen Waterloo. 

Waterloo hosts Stay & 
Play Integrated Social Skills 
Group for the first time. 

9th Annual Rotary Fun 
Day for families is hosted 
at KidsAbility’s Waterloo 
site by the Rotary Clubs of 
Kitchener and Waterloo. 

KidsAbility proudly launches 
a new website. 

KidsAbility hosts our 2nd 
Annual Superhero Run  
in Guelph, raising $64,815. 

June 2015

“Together We Walk” 
challenged 103 staff to 
walk a combined grand 
total of 40,408 km in 40 
days! 

Former ambassador 
Graydon Large serves  
as an official Pan Am/ 
Parapan Am torchbearer  
in Kitchener. 

2015

Highlights
2015–2016

August 2015

David Wagner, US Olympian 
and Wheelchair Tennis 
Champion, hosts a free 
clinic for local youth and 
coaches.

Olivia Eder is presented with 
the 2015 Carol Shantz  
Bursary Award. 
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February 2016

KidsAbility hosts open 
swims at our location in 
Waterloo for families and 
members of our community 
with special needs. 

December 2015

Stay and Play, a program 
developed in Guelph-
Wellington through a 
partnership with St. Joe’s, 
expands across Ontario.

Staff Service Awards 
recognizes 27 individuals 
who bring a collective 310 
years of dedicated service to 
the children and  
families KidsAbility  
serves. 

KidsAbility hosts 
the 8th Annual  
Oh Christmas Free  
for over 70 children  
with special needs and 
their siblings. Over 120 staff 
and volunteers donated 
their time to give families a 
much-needed morning of 
respite.

Nominated by her peers, 
Rebecca Tucker is awarded 
The KidsAbility Susan 
McCaw Spirit Award.

November 2015

KidsAbility partners with 
the Canadian Arthritis 
Society to provide services 
and support for children and 
youth with juvenile arthritis.

KidsAbility hosts 12 students 
for “Take Our Kids to 
Work™” in Waterloo. 

January 2016

Go Baby Go! launches at 
KidsAbility thanks to  
funding through KidsAbility 
Foundation. Staff Sarah 
Brown and Janice Gregson  
begin to modify loanable 
toy ride-on cars for children 
with crawling and walking 
problems, empowering 
them to be part of the 
action.

Using feedback from our 
families, staff and our 
Boards, Strategic Planning 
kicks into high gear to map 
out the future directions 
and priorities for KidsAbility.

KidsAbility launches the  
“Together We Shine” 
campaign to encourage 
bright ideas for 
improvements in services 
and processes.  

2016

March 2016

KidsAbility’s Resource 
Centres launch a new 
online equipment lending 
program. Equipment can 
now be borrowed and 
tracked electronically 
making for a more accurate 
and efficient system for our 
clients and families and 
staff.

October 2015

KidsAbility introduces  
walk-in intake services from 
11:30am–7pm, on the first 
Wednesday of every month. 

KidsAbility launches a new 
Green Committee across 
all sites to help reduce our 
carbon footprint.

KidsAbility supports 
Disabilities Mentoring 
Day as seven staff mentors 
are matched with their 
mentees.
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For 11 years, the Kids Can’t Wait Radiothon has broadcast stories of 
hope to the local community. With the support of CHYM 96.7, Country 
106.7, 570 News and Daytime (Rogers TV), we raised $190,174 this year. 
However, we couldn’t have reached that goal without the generosity 
of local individuals and companies (including Scotiabank, our Butterfly 
Sponsor). From all of us at KidsAbility – and children and youth with 
special needs – we’d like to express our thanks. You made a difference!

Hourly Sponsors
Activa, Arvanitis & Associates
CGT (Canadian General Tower)
Connect Tech Inc.
Dairy Queen at the Boardwalk
Economical Insurance
Grainharvest Breadhouse Inc.
Manitoulin Transport Inc.
Movati Athletic Inc.
Rogers TV
Scotiabank
Stantec
Strassburger Windows & Doors
TechTown Dentistry
The Crack Specialists
The Record
Toyota Motor Manufacturing  
   Canada Inc.  
Twin City Tile
Unitron Hearing

Gifts-in-Kind
A&W – Conestoga Mall
Bre Creative
Cambridge Butterfly Conservatory
Conestoga Mall
Erick Traplin
New York Fries – Conestoga Mall
PRO Martial Arts Waterloo
Tim Hortons – Bridge & University

Matching Gift Donors
Connect Tech Inc.
Kenmore Homes
Lackner McLennan Insurance Ltd.
MTD Products Ltd.
REZ ONE
Rob & Michele Way
Sun Life Financial – Waterloo Office 
Weber Supply Company Inc.
Win-Leader Corp.
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Another Eventful Year!
Once again last year, we were fortunate enough 
to have caring individuals and groups willing 
to host fundraising events on our behalf. With 
their support, we were able to provide vital 
services, pediatric support, essential equipment 
and so much more to children and youth with 
special needs. KidsAbility would like to thank all 
these people for making a difference.

Superhero Run – Cambridge
In 2015, KidsAbility received more than $49,000 from the 29th annual Rotary Classic Superhero Run. Our 
thanks go to the Rotary Clubs in Cambridge (Cambridge North, Cambridge Preston-Hespeler and Cambridge 
Sunrise) who have run this event and continue to support our endeavours. We look forward to celebrating 
their 30th anniversary this year!

Borealis Grille & Bar
Court Desautels, owner of Borealis Grille & Bar, accepts the 
“Community Superhero Award” at the annual Superhero Run 
in Guelph. Staunch supporters of KidsAbility, Borealis Guelph 
and Borealis Kitchener give generously – holding fundraising 
campaigns, providing in-kind donations for events and 
participating in the Plasma Car Races.

16

Sounds of Christmas 
The Sounds of Christmas was a crowd favourite 
again this year. This musical production received 
rave reviews from attendees – and raised 
$24,100.47 for KidsAbility. Our thanks go out 
to Nicole Guse (centre) and her talented cast 
including daughter, Madison, and son, Joshua 
(pictured).
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TrilliumWest
TrilliumWest Real Estate Brokerage held their 
inaugural golf tournament in 2015. This first-
time event had tremendous support from the 
Guelph community and raised over $20,000 
for KidsAbility.

Colonial Cookies
Each year, the employees of Colonial Cookies 
(a division of Weston Foods) support a charity 
with their fundraising campaign. Whether 
it’s payroll deductions, dress-down days, 
barbecues, golf tournaments or some other 
innovative endeavour, every dollar their  
employees raise is then matched by George 
Weston Limited. To date, Colonial Cookies and 
George Weston have donated over $131,000 
to help children and youth with special needs.

Sugar Plum Tea
Langdon Hall proved to be the perfect 
backdrop once again for the 6th annual 
Sugar Plum Tea. Combining sophistication, 
elegance and decadence, the high tea raised 
$28,701.38 for KidsAbility.

Superhero Run – 
Guelph
Have cape, will fly – or in the case of the 
Superhero Run in Guelph, you will run in 
support of KidsAbility. In just two years, 
this event held in June has brought in over 
$140,000 and helped spread the word about 
KidsAbility’s services in Guelph-Wellington.



Connect Tech Inc.
Since 2005, Connect Tech has 
donated $21,000 to KidsAbility. 
Whether it’s supporting our Kids 
Can’t Wait Radiothon, Superhero 
Run or some other initiative, 
they have proven to be great 
community partners!

Plasma Car Races
The Plasma Car Races in Waterloo 
and Guelph continue to provide 
great team-building opportunities 
to companies – while benefiting 
KidsAbility in the process. Thanks 
go out to those organizations 
who put the pedal to the metal in 
support of our great cause.
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Tim Hortons Smile 
Cookie Campaign
Is there anything better than eating 
a Smile Cookie from Tim Hortons 
and helping children and youth with 
special needs? Not in our books. Last 
year, the Tim Hortons Smile Cookie 
Campaign raised a record $111,160 
for KidsAbility and Nutrition for 
Learning. We’d like to thank local 
Tim Hortons owners, their staff, 
volunteers and customers for bringing 
a smile to the faces of children and 
youth with special needs!

McHappy Day
It’s official. The support from 
McDonald’s and restaurant owners 
makes everyone at KidsAbility 
“McHappy”! After all, their 
generosity continues to help our 
organization and other charities 
across Canada.

Sun Life  
Financial
Proud supporters of KidsAbility, 
Sun Life Financial and its 
employees volunteer their time 
and raise funds – more than 
$29,000 to date – to help children 
and youth with special needs.
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Rotarians and the Common Good
Rotarians are “neighbours, community leaders and global citizens uniting 
for the common good.” In Waterloo Region and Guelph-Wellington, they 
are also staunch supporters of KidsAbility. In 1957, it was Rotarians who 
took it upon themselves to create the KW Rotary Children’s Centre (the 
precursor to present-day KidsAbility) entirely through donations. Over the 
years, they’ve continued to support KidsAbility through their volunteer 
efforts and fundraising campaigns. We are deeply indebted to the Rotary 
clubs and individual Rotary members who continue to help children and 
youth with special needs.

Carol Shantz 
Bursary Award
Each year, the Carol Shantz Bursary 
Award is given to a current client or 
alumnus of KidsAbility with life-long 
special needs. In honour of Carol 
Shantz, a former KidsAbility School 
educator and principal, the bursary 
is intended to assist the chosen 
individual with his or her post-
secondary education. KidsAbility would 
like to congratulate Olivia Eder as 
the 2015 Carol Shantz Bursary Award 
recipient.
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empower children
Your donations will help KidsAbility empower children and 
youth with special needs to realize their full potential. There 
are many ways in which you can make a donation through 
monthly giving, one-time gifts or a gift in your Will. Every gift 
makes a difference and will help to provide every child with 
the opportunities that he or she needs to shine! To make a 
gift or to learn more, please contact KidsAbility Foundation at 
519-886-8886 extension 1293 or visit us online. 

get involved
Join the conversation and help share stories of hope and 
inspiration. Find us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter  
@KidsAbility, check us out on YouTube and visit us on our 
website.

volunteer
Our volunteers have a profound and lasting impact  
in the lives of children and youth with special needs.  
You can too – simply by joining our team of volunteers.  
Your time at KidsAbility can help change a life. 

KidsAbility Foundation
Charitable # 89094 3673 RR0001 

You can...

* Includes donations to the KidsAbility Foundation Endowment Fund at the Kitchener and Waterloo Community Foundation 
+ Includes donations to the Cambridge and North Dumfries Community Foundation



A plain text version of this report is available by contacting KidsAbility

Cambridge   |   Fergus   |   Guelph   |   Kitchener   |   Waterloo

                 519.886.8886          1.888.372.2259



Operating Restricted 2016 2015
$ $ $ $

Revenues
Donations

Undesignated 1,470,616 — 1,470,616 1,286,773
Designated 434,245 — 434,245 307,604
Externally endowed donations — 148,693 148,693 213,348
Internally endowed donations — 109,120 109,120 —

Investment Income 
Endowments 412,141 (546,661) (134,520) 860,339
Community Foundations 36,299 — 36,299 36,338

2,353,301 (288,848) 2,064,453 2,704,402

Expenditures
Donations to KidsAbility Centre 
   for Child Development 1,833,620 19,484 1,853,104 1,483,284
Salaries and benefits 479,812 — 479,812 479,770
Fundraising 119,274 — 119,274 118,057
Scholarships 1,500 3,500 5,000 4,000

2,434,206 22,984 2,457,190 2,085,111

Excess of revenue over
   expenditures (80,905) (311,832) (392,737) 619,291

KidsAbility Foundation 
Financial Summary 2015–2016
(for the year ended March 31, 2016) 

Auditors: PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
KidsAbility Foundation
Charitable # 89094 3673 RR0001 

Direct Therapy - 68%
Pediatrician Support - 5%
Strategic Initiatives - 14%
Equipment & Materials - 2%
Capital/IT - 11%

Donations Spent by KidsAbility
2015 Fiscal

Donations Spent by KidsAbility
2016 Fiscal

Direct Therapy - 68%
Pediatrician Support - 5%
Strategic Initiatives - 14%
Equipment & Materials - 2%
Capital/IT - 11%



KidsAbility Centre for Child Development 
Financial Summary 2015–2016
(for the year ended March 31, 2016) 

Auditors: PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Revenue Breakdown
2016 Fiscal

Ontario Ministry of Children 
    and Youth Services - 58%
ErinoakKids - 21%
Municipal and Locally 
    Funded Programs - 6%
Donations - 10%
Amortization of Deferred 
    Capital Contributions - 3%
Other - 2%

2016 2015
$ $

Revenues
Ontario Ministry of Children and Youth Services 6,876,326 6,946,826
Ontario Ministry of Children and Youth Services -  
   Preschool Speech and Language 1,529,918 1,338,835
ErinoakKids 3,112,277 3,117,455
Municipal and locally funded programs 832,804 799,480
Donations 1,409,367 1,127,151
Amortization of deferred capital contributions 464,496 454,214
Other 337,366 230,044

14,562,554 14,014,005
Expenses
Program Expenses

Ontario Ministry of Children and Youth Services 8,345,340 8,224,036
Ontario Ministry of Children and Youth Services -  
   Preschool Speech and Language 1,529,918 1,338,835
ErinoakKids 3,148,366 3,122,914
Municipal and locally funded programs 836,297 799,480

Expenditures of designated donations 373,808 207,151
Recovery of expenses from KidsAbility School Authority (224,648) (210,780)
Amortization 464,496 454,214
Other 122,862 93,259

14,596,439 14,029,109

Excess of (expenses over revenues) (33,885) (15,104)
Revenue Breakdown

2016 Fiscal

Ontario Ministry of Children 
and Youth Services - 58%
ErinoakKids - 21%
Municipal and Locally Funded 
Programs - 6%
Donations - 10%
Amortization of Deferred 
Capital Contributions - 3%
Other - 2%

Expense Breakdown
2016 Fiscal

Salaries and Benefits - 82%
Administration - 3%
Building Expenses - 6%
Program/Therapy Supplies - 5%
Amortization - 3%
Other - Consulting - 1%

Expense Breakdown
2016 Fiscal

Salaries and Benefits - 82%
Administration - 3%
Building Expenses - 6%
Program/Therapy Supplies - 5%
Amortization - 3%
Other - Consulting - 1%


