Community Care Access Centre (CCAC)
These professionals assess and consult regarding your child’s
needs and then develop an intervention plan.
Developmental Services Access Centre (DSAC)
This is a single point of access to developmental services in
Waterloo Region. They will assist you and your child in
connecting with community services and support.
Director of Education
This person is the head administrator of a board and is
responsible for the over all education of the school board.
Education Act
The Education Act governs the operation of schools and school
boards and authorities. It is the umbrella legislation that guides
all school activities.
Educational Assistants (EA)
Educational Assistants work with a classroom teacher in planning
and implementing programs for children with special needs.
Entry-to-School Plan
This is a plan prepared collaboratively by the school board,
school staff, parents and preschool service providers. An entry-to
-school plan is recommended for all children with special needs
who have received preschool services from community service
providers. The purpose of the plan is to help the child make a
smooth entry to school.
Full Day Learning (FDL)
By 2015 all schools will have full day kindergarten where your
child will experience an engaging play-based learning program
throughout the day.

Identification, Placement and Review Committee (IPRC)
This committee determines whether or not your child will be
identified as exceptional. The area of exceptionality is also
identified (i.e. Communication, Intellectual, Physical, Behaviour,
Multiple) and decides the appropriate placement. Identification
and placement are reviewed annually.
Individual Education Plan (IEP)
The Individual Education Plan is a written, legal, working
document that describes the special education program or
services that are required by a student. The IEP is created by the
school in collaboration with parents/guardians.
Ontario Early Years Centre
This is a centre where parents and caregivers can take part with
their children in a range of programs and activities and get
answers to questions, information about programs and services
that are available for young children and their families.
Ontario Education Number (OEN)
This is your child’s identification number that is assigned by the
Ministry of Education and follows your child through elementary
and secondary school.
Ontario Ministry of Education
This ministry administers the system of publicly funded
elementary and secondary school education in Ontario. This
Ministry sets curriculum policy and defines what teachers are
required to teach and what students are expected to learn in each
grade. A consistent, province wide curriculum is thereby ensured.
Ontario Student Record (OSR)
The Ontario Student Record is a confidential record of your
child’s educational progress through their school years.
Parents, principals and teachers have access to the OSR.

Professional Development (PD)
During the school year there will be six professional activity
days set aside for staff to engage in ongoing professional
development as outlined by the Ministry of Education.

Readiness to learn
This is age-appropriate development in physical health and
well-being, social competence, emotional maturity, language,
general knowledge, and cognitive skills.
School Council
Every school in Ontario has a way for educators and parents to
meet to discuss issues affecting their students. It is a means
where participants can learn and work together to help
students succeed.
School Health Support Services (SHSS)
CCAC manages this program that supports children’s school
based needs. These supports may include OT, PT, SLP, nursing
and nutritional counselling. A referral for these services is
initiated by the school principal.
Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC)
Bill 82 stipulates that every board will establish a Special
Education Advisory Committee. SEAC provides a vehicle for
parents and associations to have direct input into the board’s
Special Education Plan.
Special Education Consultant/Coordinator
A teacher designated by the school board to provide leadership
in the planning and delivery of special education programs and
services either across the board or in specific areas of the
board.

Special Education Resource Teacher (SERT)
This teacher has specialized qualifications in special education
and works with the classroom teacher in meeting the special
needs of your child.
Special Equipment Amount (SEA)
SEA funding is allocated to school boards by the Ministry of
Education to purchase equipment recommended by a qualified
professional. This equipment is essential to a student’s
successful functioning at school.
Staggered Entry
Staggered entry assists your child in making the transition to
school as smooth as possible.
Superintendent
This person holds an administrative position at a school board.
She/he is responsible for overseeing the daily management of a
school board (e.g. special education).
Transportation Consortium
This is defined by the Ministry of Education where two boards
provide shared transportation in their community.

What does the Ministry of Education provide for school aged children?
The Ministry of Education in Ontario provides junior kindergarten programs for all children who turn four
years of age before December 31st of the school year. By the year 2015 full day learning opportunities will be
available for all four and five year olds in publicly funded schools. Early learning will enhance the lifelong
success of students and improve success at the elementary level. “Starting school is not just an experience
for the individual child - it is a significant family milestone for parents and other family members, as well
as children. School entry has a major impact on family routines and relationships.” (Rosenkoetter)
The focus in the early years is to build a foundation that will help unlock each student’s potential in key
areas such as literacy and numeracy. These are the critical foundations for all other academic achievements
and for a lifetime of success and a love of learning.
Why should I enrol my child in kindergarten?
 Promotes joy and a love of learning
 Provides a more solid foundation for future learning
 Fosters positive connections that can help to access resources for children with special needs
 Facilitates the early development of a collaborative team with parents and staff
 Improves your child’s reading, writing and math skills for the future
 Makes the transition to grade one easier for you and your child
 Promotes enjoyment and consequently an eagerness to participate in school activities
 Fosters social skills necessary for future success as children learn to share, take turns and play with other
children
 Promotes a strong foundation of skills through play based learning and small group instruction
 Encourages self-awareness and respect for others
 Provides an opportunity to explore new concepts and ideas
 Introduces a variety of learning opportunities including school field trips and a community connection

“Play in kindergarten paves the way for learning”
(Canadian Council on Learning)

Thank you to KidsAbility School Council for their support of “First Steps”.

KidsAbility School - WATERLOO
500 Hallmark Drive
Waterloo, ON N2K 3P5
Phone. 519-886-1960
Fax 519-885-6222

KidsAbility School - CAMBRIDGE
c/o Chaplin Family YMCA
250 Hespeler Road
Cambridge, ON N1R 3H3
Phone 519-886-1960 Fax 519-885-6222

When do I register my child for kindergarten?

What should I do if my child may have some special needs?

Registration is held in January or February. For registration
information and dates, call your home school, check the local
newspapers, or go to the website for Waterloo Region District
School Board (www.wrdsb.ca) or the Waterloo Catholic
District School Board (www.wcdsb.edu.on.ca).

What do I need to take to register?

 Birth Certificate
 Immunization or letter of exemption from the Waterloo
Region Health Department
 Proof of Address i.e., utility bill, drivers licence
 Catholic Baptismal Certificate for WCDSB
 Documentation of Canadian Citizenship status if child is
born outside of Canada

What can I expect from my home school?






A welcoming, friendly and safe environment
Information about when to come for a parent orientation
or how to schedule a class visit for your child
Transportation information if applicable
Entry dates and times
Parent handbook which may cover things like:
 school day schedule and calendar
 important contact information
 school policy and procedures

How can I prepare my child for school?











Get familiar with the school. Before the first day of
school, visit the school with your child so the playground,
building and route are familiar.
Introduce a variety of new settings. e.g., park, library,
zoo, museum, pool.
Read to your child every day. Reading to your child helps
to develop communication and literacy skills.
Introduce your child to time away from known
caregivers. For instance, you could visit the Ontario
Early Years Centre in the community.
Plan the route to and from school and practise walking or
driving it several times so your child becomes familiar
and comfortable with safety routines.
Spend focused time with your child daily, sharing
experiences about their day.
Arrange play dates with neighbourhood friends that may
be attending the same school.
Practise sharing and taking turns. Teach good manners
(e.g., please, thank you, excuse me).
Teach the importance of listening by getting down to
your child’s eye level. Teach them to look at the person















who is talking and to wait for their turn to talk.
Encourage your child to develop a positive attitude
towards school. Use the teacher’s name as often as
possible. Be enthusiastic when talking about your child
starting school.
Use a calendar to mark important days (first day of school,
trips, etc).
Visit your child’s school and take advantage of open houses, concerts, celebrations, education week and
summer programs.
Establish appropriate bedtime routines. Introduce
routines a week or two before school begins. Ten to twelve
hours of sleep is recommended for children 5 and under.
Encourage them to be as independent as possible when
dressing, toileting and eating (e.g. opening snack
containers). Teach your child that it’s okay to ask for help
after they have tried.
Label your child’s name on personal belongings, e.g.,
backpack, coat, boots, mitts and hat.
Attend local Health Fairs for screenings of vision,
hearing, dental, etc.
Call Waterloo Region Public Health 519-883-2006 and
ask when and where fairs will be located.
Visit family Optometrist, Audiologist, Dentist. Create file
of medical reports. Share relevant health information with
your school.
Collect birth certificate, immunizations and make sure
they are up to date or request an immunization exemption
form from Waterloo Region Public Health 519-883-2006,
Ext. 5259.



Ensure that your school is made aware of any special needs so they can plan to
properly support and prepare for your child.



Contact Developmental Services Access Centre (DSAC) and ask to speak to an intake
worker—(519)-741-1121 www.dsac.wr.com



Contact KidsAbility Centre for Child Development if you have concerns about your
child’s communication, physical or developmental needs—(519)-886-8886.
www.kidsability.ca



Contact ErinoakKids—Centre For Treatment and Development if your child has
received an autism diagnosis—1-877-ERINOAK



Apply for Special Services at Home (SSAH) through Extend-A-Family. Contact the Intake Worker at (519)-741-0190, Ext.
228 www.eafwr.on.ca.



Apply for Disability Tax Credit www.gov.on.ca and assistance for children with severe disabilities (ACSD) (519)-886-4700. To request an application form visit www.children.gov.on.ca.



Contact parent support groups such as the Waterloo Region Family Network admin@waterlooregionfamilynetwork.com.



Register at your home school. Request a meeting with the principal. Prepare an all about me folder with strengths and
needs of your child.



Create a social story for your child to prepare for the transition.



Explaining a new experience using pictures can help alleviate anxiety. (see example below)

(Check out these valuable educational websites!)
Ontario.ca/abc123
Ministry of Education
http:www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/index.html
Planning Entry to School
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/planningentry.html
Early Learning Kindergarten Program
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/kindergarten.html

